
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUTT ART SOCIETY 61st ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

WEDNESDAY, 25 MARCH 2020 at 12.00 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Welcome 
 

2. Apologies (to office or Secretary before the meeting) 

3. Minutes of the previous meeting held 28 March 2019 

4. Matters arising 

5. President’s report 

6. Treasurer’s report and presentation of the end of year accounts 

7. Gallery Manager’s report 

8. Reports from all Groups 

9. Election of Officers * 

10. General Business ** 

 
 *  all positions have to be elected each year.  Nomination forms from the  

    office 
 ** any items of general business to the President or Secretary prior to the 

    meeting please 
 
 
 

 
WELCOME 

 
These are difficult times.  The announcement by the Government that all 
non-essential activity should cease, has precluded a face-to-face Annual 
General Meeting.  Instead we will be holding a virtual AGM.  So, there is 
no need to apologise for non-attendance.  We totally understand! 
  



 
 
 
 

Minutes of the 60th Annual General Meeting of Hutt Art Society 
held 27 March 2019 at 12.00 

Present:  
David Balm (Chair), and 19 members as per list  
 
Welcome: 
The President welcomed everyone to the 60th AGM of the Society. 
 
Apologies: 
Leon Ramakers, Bruce Holland, Jeanie Randall, Jo Constable, Kris Lockett, Jean 
Wallace, Heidi Amelong, Emilia Hrstich, Johannes Mueller-Welshof, Anne Berry   
 
Minutes: 
The minutes of the meeting held 28 March 2018 were summarised and Accepted as a 
true and correct record of that meeting.  J Penrose / J Firth ... carried 
 
Matters Arising:   there were no matters arising.  
 
President’s Report:  (attached to these minutes) 
David Balm read his report touching on highlights of the past year.  It is pleasing to 
see a steady growth in the Society, with about 240 members at the end of last year, 
and most have renewed.  The 60th anniversary was celebrated last year and thanks 
were expressed to all who contributed to events, notably the High Tea, with special 
thanks extended to the Embroiderers’ Group. The exchange with Minoh Art Society 
continues with a selection of their works in the Annual Exhibition this year.  He noted 
a major achievement this year in renewing the lease on the buildings for a further 30 
years.  He thanked the members of the Advisory Board, Christine Cox as Office 
Manager, the Committee and Julienne Bullen who is stepping down from managing 
the Permanent Collection.  
That the report be received:   D Balm / L Ranson ... carried 
 
 Treasurer’s Report:  (attached to these minutes) 
Sue Swann presented the report, which had been reviewed as per requirements.   Total 
accumulated funds of $137,900 as of the end of the 2018 year.  
That the report be received: S Swann / S Gallagher ... carried 
Questions from the floor:  The large figure listed under ‘Other current liabilities’ 
refers to money paid for Summer School before the end of the year but the school is 
in the 2019 financial year.  
Sue thanked Christine Cox for her assistance for managing day-to-day finances. 
 
Group Reports:  (attached to these minutes) 
Reports were received from: 

 Painters - read by Owen McCarthy 

 Potters  - prepared by Lesley Ranson  



 Porcelain Art - Prepared by Pauline Backhouse and read by Caroline 
Strachan 

 Weavers - prepared by Janice Hay   

 Embroiderers  - read by Margaret Wilson 

 Print-makers - Report received late due to communication issue 

 Book Art - Sharon Andrews and read by Caroline Strachan 

Election of Officers: 
POSITION  NOMINEE  Nominator  Seconder 

President  David Balm  Caroline Strachan  Jane Firth 

V President  Leon Ramakers  Sue Swann  Johannes Mueller‐
Welschof 

Secretary  No nomination 
recd 

   

Treasurer  Sue Swann  Johannes Mueller‐
Welschof 

Jo Constable 

Gallery Manager  Iris Kauffeld  Jane Firth  Sue Swann 

Committee  Margaret Wilson  Leon Ramakers  Sue Swann 

  Sheryl Gallagher  Jill Penrose  Lesley Ranson 

  Johannes Mueller‐
Welschof 

Iris Kauffeld  Jo Constable 

  Maxine Edwards  Jane Firth  Caroline Strachan 

  Jane Firth  Sue Swann  Johannes Mueller‐
Welschof 

  Anne Berry  David Balm  Caroline Strachan 

  Owen McCarthy  Anne Berry  David Balm 
 
Caroline Strachan, Jo Constable and Jill Penrose have not put their names forward for 
2019. The President thanked them for their service. 
 
Life Member:    That Iris Kauffeld be made a Life Member of the Hutt Art Society. 
 Caroline Strachan / David Balm ... carried with acclamation 
 
General Business: 
Barbara Gibb’s video:   Barbara’s video recording events in the Society’s calendar 
was noted in the Potters’ report. She is continuing with her project but it is not a 
formal HAS project and not funded from HAS.  
 
 
LIST OF ATTENDEES  
 
Elaine Garbett  Lesley Ranson  Trudi Bruhlmann 
Pat Bourke  Iris Kauffeld  Nancy Thompson 
Jill Penrose  Jocelyn Hendry  Caryl McKirdy 
Margaret Wilson  Sheryl Gallagher  Jane Firth    
Owen McCarthy  Bob Packer  Phil Dickson   
Sue Swann  Caroline Strachan  Loma Dellabarca 
David Balm (Chair) 



PRESIDENT’S REPORT FOR 2019-20 
 

March 2020 
 
An Annual General Meeting is special, in that it is the time when the organisation: 
 

 Takes stock of its achievements for the year.   
 Reviews the direction in which it is heading.   
 Renews the officers of the Society and  
 Rewards outstanding achievements. 

 
We can do all of these functions on-line.  The only aspect which is missing from a 
virtual AGM is the ability for members to question and seek explanations from the 
Executive group.  This aspect is not unsolvable. 
 
We take stock through a series of reports, of which this is one.  We review the 
direction, through remits.  This year, there are none. 
 
Hutt Art continues to show steady growth.  Our membership stands at 246 and the 
good thing is, that most members have already paid this year’s subscription.  Thank 
you. 
 
In last year’s report, I noted that Brett Rangitaawa’s sculpture ‘Uia Uia Uia’ would be 
erected near the front door.  It is now in place – a tribute to the generosity of Adriana 
Memelink and a contribution to street-art in our city. 
 
The Painting Studio which was looking a bit dowdy, has been redecorated.  Next on 
the list, the two hallways are due for a facelift.   
 
Power is one of our big three items of expenditure.  While I’m on the subject of future 
plans, your committee is investigating using the roof to generate solar power.  This 
project is ideal for grant money.  We hope to be able to install it using little (or any) of 
our own funds.  This is a long-term project.  We can afford to make haste slowly, 
because technology is improving all the time.  Currently we have engaged a 
consultant to give us some guidelines on the best approach.  We will use this report in 
order to obtain grant funding. 
 
This year is our turn to send art to our sister organisation in Minoh, Japan.  This week 
we dispatched six pieces for their annual exhibition in May.  My thanks to Iris 
Kauffeld, Ian Gooch, Caroline Strachan, Lesley Ranson and Emilia Hrstich for their 
donations. 
 
There are a number of people whom I would like to thank for their outstanding 
contributions to the smooth running of this organisation.  Firstly our Advisory Board 
and its chair John Strahl and the two other members: Simon Pallin and John 
Commerford.  These professional people have volunteered their time to help us with 
skills which we, as artists, do not have.  
 



I again have to thank Christine Cox, our Office Manager who continues to go above 
and beyond what we expect of her. 
 
You have a stellar committee.  You all will have heard the expression ‘Two heads are 
better than one’.  Your committee has continued to prove that twelve heads are better 
than two.  Twelve individuals, all with different areas of expertise, bonded by a desire 
to make Hutt Art a better place for members to work and play.  We thank you very 
much folks. 
 
Gradual change ensures it gets refreshed over time.  This year we lost our secretary 
Alison Murray.  She had to follow her husband overseas – I guess you could call the 
South Island, overseas.  Her time with the committee was too short, but we have 
found an excellent replacement in Gillian Green.  Welcome Gillian. 
 
Margaret Wilson, our longest serving committee member, like me is retiring.  More 
about that when we get to the election of officers.  We thank her for her expertise and 
thoughtful contributions, over the years. 
 
That’s my report.  Ladies and Gentlemen, I would normally move that it be accepted.  
But because of the special circumstances under which find ourselves, that will have to 
be taken as read. 
 

David Balm 
25 March 2020 

 
 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Attached as a separate file 

 

 

GROUP REPORTS 

Painting Groups. 

 

The Hutt Art Society run nine painting groups. There are six general painting groups, 
where members paint or draw any subject in the media of their choice and several 
specialist groups, such as the Life Group and Portrait Group.  In addition, we host 
several tutored groups for beginners and those people wishing to hone their skills. 

This year the Painting Studio was redecorated, improving the environment in which 
we work and play. 

It is great to see how busy the studio is. In a recent count, approximately 75 members 
or 1/3 of the Society's membership use the room at least once a week. 



Unfortunately, the pastel group, which was formed about two years ago, has now 
ceased to operate. 

The Urban Sketching Group has now been going for over five years. It has 
approximately 30 members.  Attendance on fine days is about 10 to 15 and on wet 
days about 5. 

In conclusion, I would like to thank the group coordinators and conveners, who give 
their time and energy to ensure the smooth running of these groups. 

 

Owen McCarthy 

Coordinator Hutt Art Society Painting Groups 

 
 
Pottery Group 
 
General 
Potters Groups are in a state of change with more young members, often wheel 
throwers from Anthea Grob’s classes, and fewer older potters.  As a result we now 
run an extra Wednesday night group but our Wednesday morning group numbers are 
declining. 
 
Induction Booklet 
With more new members arriving through the year and joining different groups and 
also with so much to remember in the potters’ rooms we decided to establish a 
“buddy” system with different members agreeing to help new people.  To help the 
buddy-members we decided to develop an Induction Booklet which will be a guide to 
the member showing the new person around and will go away with the new member 
as a memory check. We are in the process of testing this idea and the booklet. 
 
Workshops 
In the past year we have had 2 workshops – one on glazing techniques with Jenny 
Turnbull of Otaki and the other with Mal Sole on throwing larger pots.   Both were 
useful and extended our skills. 
 
Health and Safety 
It was brought to our attention last year that with the kilns emitting toxic fumes and 
the material we handle being possibly hazardous to heath we needed to be more 
proactive with our Health and Safety systems and processes. 
As a result of this 

1 We thought we needed to get the air quality of the potters’ room 
professionally tested so that we would know what we were dealing with 
and have some idea of what remedial work might need to be done.  We 
contacted 2 Air Quality Companies and got quotes which we submitted to 
the HAS Committee with our recommendations. The committee agrees to 
our having the work done and we are at present waiting for testing 
monitors to be ready. 



2 In the meantime, seals have been placed around the doors leading to the 
main room.  This has already seen a reduction in smells 

3 Notices are now placed on the doors leading to the main room to warn 
anyone entering to use alternative entrances. 

4 Glazes have been up-graded to ensure they suit our kiln temperatures and 
the clays we use 

To mitigate the heat over summer in the wheel room the windows have now been 
fixed so they can open and close easily and we have purchased 2 blinds to cut the 
glare and heat.  That has helped. 
 
Purchases 
We’ve made a number of purchases this year including: 4 new kiln shelves, more new 
glaze material, 2 new trial bats to use on the wheels as many of the others have 
warped and cones for checking kiln temperature 
 
Creative Clay 
Another successful exhibition was held at the end of last year with a good opening of 
some 100 people and purchases of around $3000.  We were helped by a donation 
from Shona McFarlane Retirement Village which we greatly appreciated. Our potters 
did a great job in promoting the event as our local newspaper seems reluctant to 
support the visual arts. 
 
Finally as convener I would like to thank all the potters who are so supportive of me 
and all the others and who are enthusiastic about what we do and have some fantastic 
ideas about how to make our pottery rooms run so smoothly.  
 
Lesley Ranson 
Convenor Pottery Group 
 
 
Monday Weavers.  
 
The weaving group meets on Monday mornings to weave on the looms available in 
the weaving studio, to share knowledge and enjoy each other’s company. Our 
numbers have reduced this year due to work and family commitments of several of 
our past members but we are looking forward to them returning when they are able. 
 
Our projects are varied and include rug making, wall hangings, table linen and 
clothing. Along with the traditional materials of cotton, linen and wools, this past year 
has seen members using interesting and alternative materials including cd tape, 
electrical cords, grasses, wood, paper and plastics. Not all results are predictable but 
it’s a lot of fun trying new things. 
 
We are looking forward to sharing some of our work in our joint exhibition with the 
embroidery group later in the year. 
 
We welcome visits from other HAS members or anyone interested in weaving and 
textiles. There is a good range of looms available for members to use and we welcome 



newcomers who have some knowledge of weaving and who enjoy sharing ideas and 
working with others. 
 
Thank you to the HAS committee for their hard work to ensure our valuable asset 
remains active in and for the community. 
 
Janice Hay  
for the Weaving Group. 
 
 
Embroidery Group 
 
Firstly I would like to welcome a new member to our embroidery group and she is 
certainly keen to broaden her skills. 
 
It is good to be back into group routine again and sharing with members the stitching 
we have or should have done over the holiday break. Friendship forms a large part of 
our lives whether it is with family, acquaintances or friends we have made during our 
life experiences and those who attend these groups do just that. 
 
Early in the year we were invited to a member’s home for a shared lunch in the 
Wairarapa and this turned out to be very successful. Thank you. 
Our year has been rather involved with our group members putting pencil to paper, 
needle and thread to material and expressing some of our surroundings that we all 
enjoy daily. 
This developed into an embroidery team effort which will be on display in our 
combined Embroidery and Weavers Exhibition in September 2O2O. This group effort 
certainly enhances the spirit with each member being involved with one target to be 
achieved but coupled with other embroidery being worked on. 
 
On a lighter note one of our members offered to share her expertise by taking us on a 
journey of Cup Cake decorating. This was enjoyed by all those involved and most 
having a resemblance of what we were supposed to achieve. 
 
During winter we shared a couple of days with the intention of completing some 
UFOs ( unfinished embroidery objects) so that something else could be started. 
AnneMarie Moorhead (tutor) in Crewel Embroidery shared her skill in this technique 
and to date some members have either completed or are well on by finishing their 
piece of work but just quietly some are still going! 
 
Our group remains in good spirits and long may it continue but please share with 
those you meet about what is available at Hutt Art. 
 
Margaret Wilson 
Convenor 
 
 
  



Book Art Group 
 
In the last year members of the group took part in several exhibitions: 
   March - Hutt Art annual exhibition 
   July - Muriel Hopper exhibition 
   12-25 August - Between the sheets: chapter III (our book group exhibition) 
   December - Christmas treats and treasures. 
 
The group meets on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays each month to make books, exchange 
ideas, and generally have lots of laughs.  We sometimes plan an activity like a triple 
dip dyeing session to create papers to make into more books. 
 
In these strange times of isolation, we are missing out on this fellowship and I hope 
everyone keeps safe and manages to stay in contact AND continues to make beautiful 
art! Look after each other and I look forward to when we can meet again. 
 
Sharon Andrews 
Convenor Book Art Group 
 
Printmakers  
 
The printmakers studio has a lot of individual printmakers using the space mostly 
around their working hours. The regular Tuesday group enjoys each others company 
and often go out on creative adventures for inspiration. The print studio is a great 
facility in Hutt Art and we enjoy using the space and shared materials. 
 
Jo Constable 
Convenor Printmakers 
 
 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
As I noted in my report our longest serving committee member, Margaret Wilson is 
retiring.  We can’t tell you how long she has been serving us – even she has forgotten.  
She thinks her children were young when she started.  She can’t get closer than that.  I 
also noted that we currently have a very harmonious and hard-working committee.  
Margaret told me that this wasn’t always the case.  Through thick and thin, Margaret 
has continued to help with the running of Hutt Art.  She has truly deserved her rest.  
Thank you, Margaret, we all owe you a huge debt of gratitude. 
 
I too am hanging up my boots.  As I said in the latest newsletter, today is both a happy 
and sad occasion.  I’m happy to be handing over a vibrant organisation to my 
successor Leon Ramakers and sad because despite my trepidation when I was thrust 
into the position, over 10 years ago, I have enjoyed the experience.  I will not be 
standing for the committee, because I have seen too often, people who have been in 
executive positions, step down but are unable to let go.  I am confident that I couldn’t 
have left Hutt Art in better hands. – DHB 
 



The committee is still below the maximum number set out in the rules, so there is no 
need for an election.  As from 1.00pm 25 March 2020, the officers of the Hutt Art 
Society are as follows:  
       
President  Leon Ramakers     
Vice President  Jane Firth     
Secretary  Gillian Green     
Treasurer  Sue Swann     
Gallery Manager  Iris Kauffeld     
Committee  Anne Berry     
  Sheryl Gallagher     
  Johannes Mueller‐Welschof     
  Owen McCarthy     
  Marilyn Moran     
       

 
 

LIFE MEMBER 
 
The committee has decided that Caroline Strachan should become a Life Member.  
Caroline has had a high leadership profile within Hutt Art and was for many years an 
exemplary Secretary.  Moved David Balm/seconded Leon Ramakers.  The rules say 
that it should be voted on at an AGM.  In these special circumstances, we must 
change the rules slightly.  Anyone who disagrees with this motion should advise the 
Office Manager, President or Secretary as soon as possible.  Silence will be accepted 
as agreement. 
 
 

GENERAL BUSINESS 
 

There were no items of General Business lodged with the President or Secretary.  
However if you have any questions or comments about the above proceedings, please 
lodge them with the Office Manager at huttartsociety@xtra.co.nz  She will then make 
sure she gets an answer for you, or put the issue before the new Committee. 


